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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 10, 12, 13, 20, 21, 22-23, 27, 29, are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Allen et al. (US2003/0041332A1, filed 8-21-2001, hereinafter 
Allen). 

Regarding claim 1, Allen discloses a system for providing uninterrupted viewing 
of a real-time program during a telephone call from a caller (403, figs. 4-5) to a user 
(405, figs. 4-5), the system comprising: a display (104, figs. 4-5) capable of displaying 
caller identification information as shown in fig. 9 upon the receipt of the call (paragraph: 
0102), a controller (in STB 102a, figs. 4-5) capable of detecting acceptance of the call 
by the user, a buffer (310, figs. 4-6, 8) coupled to the controller, wherein the buffer is 
capable of buffering the real time program from the acceptance of the call and providing 
buffered program to the user upon termination of the call until buffered program 
coincides with real time program (paragraphs: 0069 - 0076; 0080 - 0083; 0091-0092). 

Regarding claims 2-3, Allen further teaches the following: the display (104, figs. 
405) is coupled to the buffer (310, figs. 4-5) and is further capable of displaying the 
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buffered program to the user, video display (104) coupled to the buffer, wherein display 
device is capable of displaying buffered program to the user (paragraphs: 0081 - 0083). 

Regarding claim 10, Allen further teaches the following: a user input device for 
controlling viewing of the program and for accepting and terminating the call by the user 
(paragraphs: 0083; 0100). 

Claims 12-13 are rejected on the same basis as claim 1. 

Claim 20 is rejected on the same basis as claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 21, Allen discloses an integrated system for providing 
uninterrupted viewing of a real time program during a telephone call from a caller (403, 
figs. 4-5) to a user (405, figs. 4-5), the system comprising: a display (104, figs. 4-5) 
capable of displaying the program and caller identification information upon receipt of 
the call (fig. 9, paragraphs: 0102; 0106), a speaker (244, fig. 3) capable of providing 
audio output for the call, a microphone (242, fig. 3) capable of accepting audio signal for 
the call, a user input device (106, fig. 2) for controlling viewing of the program and for 
accepting and terminating the call by the user (paragraphs: 0049 - 0050), a controller 
(312, fig. 3) capable of detecting acceptance and termination of the call by the user 
(paragraphs: 0065; 0077; 0081 and fig. 9), a buffer (310, figs. 3-5) coupled to the 
controller (fig. 3), wherein the buffer is capable of buffering the real time program from 
the acceptance of the call and providing buffered program to the display upon the 
termination of the call until the buffered program coincides with the real time program 
(paragraphs: 0069 - 0076; 0080 - 0083; 0091-0092). 
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Regarding claim 22, Allen discloses apparatus, comprising: means (104, figs. 4- 
5) for displaying video signal, means (310, figs. 3-5) for recording video input signal, 
and means (802, fig. 8) for detecting an incoming call, in the event the detecting means 
detects an incoming phone call, the recording means being capable of recording the 
video input signal during the phone call, the displaying means being capable of 
displaying the recorded video input signal to a user upon termination of the call 
(paragraphs: 0069 - 0076; 0080 - 0083; 0091-0092). 

Regarding claim 23, Allen further teaches the following: receiving means a 
structure selected from the group consisting of a set top box, a computer system, a 
satellite receiver, television, etc (figs. 4, 8). 

Regarding claims 27, 29, Allen further teaches the following: detecting means 
further comprises means for displaying caller identification data from the incoming 
phone call to assist the user in selecting whether to answer the incoming phone call (fig. 
9, paragraph: 0102). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Allen. 
Allen differs from claim 24 in that although he discloses receiving means (102a, 

figs. 4-5, 8) for buffering the television signal upon the detection of the call or 
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acceptance of the call (paragraphs: 0074 - 0075), he does not specifically teach: 
recording of the video signal at a time selected from the group consisting: upon 
detecting a ring signal from the incoming telephone call, upon detecting caller 
identification data from the incoming telephone call, upon detecting off-hook signal from 
the incoming phone call, upon displaying caller identification data from the incoming 
telephone call etc. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time invention was made to modify Allen system to provide for: recording of 
the video signal at a time selected from the group consisting: upon detecting a ring 
signal from the incoming telephone call, upon detecting caller identification data from 
the incoming telephone call, upon detecting off-hook signal from the incoming phone 
call, upon displaying caller identification data from the incoming telephone call etc as 
this arrangement would provide to include different scenarios under which buffering of 
video signal can begin to satisfy user needs. 

5. Claims 4, 6, 8, 14, 16, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Allen in view of Johanson et al. (US PAT: 6,215,860, hereinafter 
Johanson). 

Allen differs from claims 4, 6, 8 in that he does not specifically teach: memory 
capable of storing data about the call, the data including at least one of caller 
identification and length of the call, capable of storing caller list, the caller list being 
generated based on the stored data about the call. 

However, Johanson discloses elastic buffer for data storage with speech data 
which teaches: memory capable of storing data about the call, the data including at 
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least one of caller identification and length of the call, capable of storing caller list, the 
caller list being generated based on the stored data about the call (col. 2, line 58 - col. 
3, line 2). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Allen's system to provide for the following: memory 
capable of storing data about the call, the data including at least one of caller 
identification and length of the call, capable of storing caller list, the caller list being 
generated based on the stored data about the call as this arrangement would provide 
means for storing caller data and displaying it based on stored data so that user can 
grasp the caller information when calls are received thus facilitating the user. 

Claims 14, 16, and 18 are rejected on the same basis as claims 4, 6, and 8. 
6. Claims 7, 9, 17, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Allen in view of Johanson as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Bell et 
al. (US PAT: 6,549,619, filed 12-1-1999, hereinafter Bell). 

The combination differs from claims 7, 9 in that he does not teach: the caller is 
included in the caller list if the stored data about the call indicates that at least a 
predetermined percentage of the caller's calls were accepted by the caller, controller 
capable of automatically accepting the call if the caller is included in the caller list. 

However, Bell discloses method for screening calls which teaches: the caller is 
included in the caller list if the stored data about the call indicates that at least a 
predetermined percentage of the caller's calls were accepted by the caller (col. 5, line 
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59 - col. 6, line 6), controller capable of automatically accepting the call if the caller is 
included in the caller list (abstract). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: the caller is 
included in the caller list if the stored data about the call indicates that at least a 
predetermined percentage of the caller's calls were accepted by the caller, controller 
capable of automatically accepting the call if the caller is included in the caller list as this 
arrangement would facilitate the user to call screening so that undesired calls are 
screened as taught by Bell. 

Claims 17, 19 are rejected on the same basis as claims 7, 9. 
7. Claims 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Allen in view of Brunelle et al. (US 2002/01 72330A1, hereinafter Brunelle). 

Allen differs from claims 25-26 in that he does not specifically teach: means for 
allowing a voicemail system to handle the incoming phone call in the event the user 
does not answer the incoming phone call, means for allowing voicemail system to 
handle incoming phone call in the event user does not answer the incoming phone call, 
the voicemail system being disposed in a location selected from the group consisting of: 
integrated within recording means, and external to the recording system. 

However, Brunelle discloses method and apparatus for managing calls through 
an entertainment center which teaches: means for allowing a voicemail system to 
handle the incoming phone call in the event the user does not answer the incoming 
phone call, means for allowing voicemail system to handle incoming phone call in the 
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event user does not answer the incoming phone call, the voicemail system being 
disposed in a location selected from the group consisting of: integrated within recording 
means, and external to the recording system (figs. 1-2, paragraphs: 0031, 0033). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Allen's system to provide for the following: means for 
allowing a voicemail system to handle the incoming phone call in the event the user 
does not answer the incoming phone call, means for allowing voicemail system to 
handle incoming phone call in the event user does not answer the incoming phone call, 
the voicemail system being disposed in a location selected from the group consisting of: 
integrated within recording means, and external to the recording system as this 
arrangement would provide the user with call handling options while he is watching 
television as taught by Brunelle, thus providing flexibility for handling calls. 
8. Claims 28 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Allen in view of Lagoni et al. (US PAT: 6,141,058, hereinafter Lagoni). 

Allen differs from claims 28 and 30 in that he does not specifically teach: 
detecting means for displaying caller identification data from the incoming phone call 
when the caller identification data matches a predetermined list, the caller identification 
data displaying means otherwise not displaying the caller identification data, displaying 
means capable of displaying caller identification data from the incoming phone call 
when the caller identification data matches a predetermined list, the caller identification 
data displaying means otherwise not displaying the caller identification data. 
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However, Lagoni discloses television receiver having a user editable telephone 
system caller id feature which teaches: detecting means for displaying caller 
identification data from the incoming phone call when the caller identification data 
matches a predetermined list, the caller identification data displaying means otherwise 
not displaying the caller identification data, displaying means capable of displaying 
caller identification data from the incoming phone call when the caller identification data 
matches a predetermined list, the caller identification data displaying means otherwise 
not displaying the caller identification data (abstract; col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 16). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Allen's system to provide for the following: detecting 
means for displaying caller identification data from the incoming phone call when the 
caller identification data matches a predetermined list, the caller identification data 
displaying means otherwise not displaying the caller identification data, displaying 
means capable of displaying caller identification data from the incoming phone call 
when the caller identification data matches a predetermined list, the caller identification 
data displaying means otherwise not displaying the caller identification data as this 
arrangement would provide user with means for discriminating important calls while 
watching television so that user can handle important calls as taught by Lagoni. 
9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Allen in 
view of Corbett (US PAT: 6,061 ,434). 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,222 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2614 

Allen differs from claim 1 1 in that he does not specifically teach: controller is 
capable of automatically muting audio associated with the program upon acceptance of 
the call by the user. 

However, Corbett discloses video caller identification system and method which 
teaches: controller is capable of automatically muting audio associated with the program 
upon acceptance of the call by the user (fig. 6 col. 7 lines 41-48). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Allen's system to provide for the following: controller is 
capable of automatically muting audio associated with the program upon acceptance of 
the call by the user as this arrangement would facilitate to have a more desirable 
telephone call as taught by Corbett. 

1 0. Claims 5 and 1 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

--(5,706,388) to Isaka discloses recording television program when user receives 
a telephone call and start reproducing it after the telephone call ended. 

--(6,259,441) to Ahmad et al. discloses a system to watch the television program 
at an accelerated speed until the display of program caches up to the broadcast of the 
program. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. / 




Melur Ramakrishnaiah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 



